Clyde M. Spencer

2100 Faust Avenue

Long Beach, California 90815-3303
(562) 596-6482
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I called staff writer Felix Sanchez of the Long Beach Press Telegram recently to comment about
his lack of reporting the citizens concerns about expansion of and increase of commercial flights
at the Long Beach Municipal Airport. This includes physical structures, runways, lighting,
parking, etc. He called Thursday April 4, 2002 and asked to interview me over the phone and an
article was to appear in Monday’s Business Section on April 8,2002. Iagreed. What a mistake.
We talked about twenty minutes — He only reported about where [ lived and noise levels and
even misquoted me about American Airlines and their share of slots. They have no slots coming
period.

What I did talk about was the peoples’ will and the three times proposed expansion and building
of another 10,000 feet of runway was soundly defeated at the polls.

To keep McDonald Douglas in Long Beach, we reluctantly voted to extend the diagonal runway.
The citizens expressed concerns that this would open the door for further commercial expansion.
All the “Brass” downtown pooh-poohed the idea saying it would never happen, even though
plans were drawn up for a second long runway. This was kept secret for fear of blowing the
whole deal. 1 know first hand working in the construction division of Long Beach Gas
Department a lot of our facilities would have to be relocated or abandoned.

Besides what I talked about above, I briefly talked about shopping centers, both ends of diag.
runway schools and churches, relocation of infrastructure, roads, pumping stations, drainage
ditches, the Pyramid at Long Beach State University, 7,000 souls, 2 ¥ miles of end of diag.
runway, FAA rules regarding a 6,000 foot X 2 %2 mile buffer zone off of any commercial
runway, lost tax base — when peoples homes of 30 to 40 years are bought up (the city can not
repair streets as it is).
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People in surrounding areas would soon learn there would be a heavy price to pay for
convenience and cheap flights. Anyone that is inclined to can find out that the air corridor in
Southern California is the most congested in the West Coast. We have had plenty of air mishaps
in and around Long Beach Municipal Air Port. Albeit, most have been private or military
aircraft (again, I have had first hand knowledge, being on emergency call for Long Beach Gas
Department).

Talk about safety — once these air lines get a foot in the door, watch out. It will be grow — grow
— grow.

I think most will agree we are long over due for a location that will handle another hub or
international airport. There are many municipal airports in the area. None are being considered
because there is no 10,000-foot runway.

A full-blown airport and a bedroom community will not mix: one or the other. Common sense
voters have spoken three times. Look what El Toro voters have in store for them.

Most of what I've stated can be found in the files at City Hall, City Attorney, Press Telegram,
and plenty of other attorney’s offices.

Bottom line, no body at City Hall can or wants to be at City Hall will talk about the airport and
safety. Its just money — money — money, and none of it will go to the taxpayer anyway.

What should, but will probably never happen is to go back to an open City Council election
where we vote for everyone. They represent the entire city, why shouldn’t all voters have a say
in their elections? If we don’t like what they are doing, it is out the door. No term limits needed.
Mayor elected from the council, money saved could go toward a full time council, saving even
more with smaller office staff.

I thank you for-your time. It would be nice to receive an acknowledgement of receiving this
letter.

Sincerely,
Sl G— S

Clopcte 777. .
Clyde M. Spencer
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